Tradition

I. Is Tradition Just as Binding as Scripture?
A. 2 Thessalonians 2:15, “…hold the traditions which you were taught…”  NKJV3

B. I Corinthians 11:2, “…keep the traditions just as I delivered them to you.”  NKJV
C. 2 Thessalonians 3:6, “…you withdraw from every brother who walks disorderly and not according to the tradition which he received from us.”  NKJV
D. All 3 examples of “tradition” use the root word: NT:3862  para/dosi$  paradosis (par-ad'-os-is); from NT:3860; transmission, i.e. (concretely) a precept; specifically, the Jewish traditionary law:- ordinance, tradition.5

· NT:3862 comes from the root word: NT:3860  paradi/dwmi  paradidomi (par-ad-id'-o-mee); from NT:3844 and NT:1325; to surrender, i.e yield up, intrust, transmit:- betray, bring forth, cast, commit, deliver (up), give (over, up), hazard, put in prison, recommend.
(Biblesoft's New Exhaustive Strong's Numbers and Concordance with Expanded Greek-Hebrew Dictionary. Copyright © 1994, 2003, 2006, 2010 Biblesoft, Inc. and International Bible Translators, Inc.)
E. To determine what these “traditions” were that the inspired men of God taught and delivered, we need to let the Bible define the Bible.

II. The Word of God is Revealed:6

A. Jesus (brings) the Word: Hebrews 1:1-2
· [bookmark: _GoBack]John 1:1 In the Beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the Beginning with God. 3 All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made. 4 In Him was Life, and the Life was the Light of men. 5 And the Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it. 6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 This man came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all through him might believe. 8 He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light. 9 That was the true Light which gives Light to every man coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did not know Him. 11 He came to His Own, and His Own did not receive Him. 12 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name: 13 who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and Truth.  NKJVX

B. Jesus ushers in the Holy Spirit: John 14:15-26; 15:26-27; 16:7-15.
C. Jesus did not give traditions of men, but the inspired Word of God!
D. Inspired men of God did not teach or deliver the traditions of men, but the inspired Word of God!  NO, Traditions are NOT binding OR comparable to the Scriptures.12

· Revelation 22:18-19, we are forbidden to add to or take from the Word of God.
· 2 Peter 1:16-21, no prophecy of Scripture is of private interpretation, for prophecy never came by the will of man.  Inspiration of the Scriptures.
· Ephesians 3:1-5, the mystery of Christ has been revealed by the Spirit to His holy apostles and prophets.  Inspiration of the authors of the Scriptures.

III. Jesus on the Traditions of Men:
A. Matthew 15:1-20, the problem was not traditions, but the treating of traditions as being superior to, more important than, or supplanting God’s inspired Word.15

B. Please compare the more detailed parallel account in Mark 7:1-23.
C. Would we ever think we should bind brethren with traditions of men?

IV. What Traditions?
A. Consider the Pre-Pandemic Congregations:
1. Where did their schedule come from?  “The elders (men) decided that this was best.”  Then how did 99% of the congregations across the United States come up with a cookie-cutter schedule?17

· It is purely a work of the tradition of men.
· We’ve never had such an opportunity for a “reset” in our lifetimes!
· Establishing a new “normal” is tremendous responsibility that may never come again and should not be taken lightly or be treated with a knee-jerk reaction of swerving into the pre-dug ruts of habit.
· Many times since the schedule changed the offer has been made for Bible classes in homes, at the building, or even at other locations. Time, topic and class size were completely up to anyone accepting the offer.
· Is it wrong (sinful) to choose to do other things and miss a Wednesday night or a second Sunday assembly?
· Hebrews 10:24 And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, 25 not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.  NKJV
· An active choice. There’s an assembly, but they choose to be elsewhere.  Some do this over & again, but once is too much!19

· Why would we bind where God has not bound?
· The Passover had a second opportunity for those that could not participate (by Law), but I can’t find a single example in the New Testament pattern where the church met MORE THAN ONCE on the Lord’s Day.
B. Descriptions used for the New Testament Church…in the New Testament?
General Assembly / Church of the Firstborn, Hebrews 12:23       The Way, Acts 9:2; 19:9
Church of God, Acts 20:28; I Corinthians 1:2      Church of the Living God, I Timothy 3:15
churches of Christ, Romans 16:16    God’s Building / God’s Husbandry, I Corinthians 3:9
Body of Christ, I Corinthians 12:27; Ephesians 1:22-23; 4:12, Colossians 1:24
The Habitation of God, Ephesians 2:22                     Heavenly Jerusalem, Hebrews 12:22
Flock of God, I Peter 5:2                                                           God’s Heritage, I Peter 5:320

Golden Candlestick, Revelation 1:20                                         Holy City, Revelation 21:2
Bride of Christ, Revelation 21:9                                   Household of God, Ephesians 2:19
House of God, Hebrews 10:21; I Timothy 3:15                    House of Christ, Hebrews 3:6
Israel of God, Galatians 6:16                                       Lamb’s Wife, Revelation 19:7; 21:9
Mount Zion, Hebrews 12:22                                             New Jerusalem, Revelation 21:2
Pillar and Ground of the Truth, I Timothy 3:15                         Spiritual House, I Peter 2:5
Temple of God, I Corinthians 3:16-17          Temple of the Living God, 2 Corinthians 6:16
Vineyard, Matthew 21:41
· The point is not that the description of the congregation should be altered, but note the level of cookie-cutter conformity. Is this a compliance with the Word of God, or a compliance with the traditions of man?
C. How do we Grow as Christians?21

· If we only rely on the church to provide our growth, we are failing.
· The New Testament pattern shows us that while the church met daily when the situation warranted it, they only met once per week on a consistent basis.
· Tradition can easily supplant the pattern in importance in our minds.
· Acts 17:11 …they received the Word with all readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether these things were so.  NKJV
· This was daily Bible study by the Bereans.
· It was studying at home – they were not Christians yet.
· If we are not arming ourselves and building up our abilities on our own time, we’re missing the point.  We’re commanded to!23

· 2 Timothy 2:15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the Word of Truth. NKJV
· If people refuse to know their Bible, will more assemblies remedy that?  I hand out study material with my sermon, almost every Lord’s Day. Classes have been offered to be held in homes, at the building and elsewhere.
· Proverb 4:23 Keep your heart with all diligence, for out of it spring the issues of life.  NKJV
· Personal classes in a small group are usually more likely to get people to engage and interact than a larger setting.25

· When passive anonymity is allowed, and people are not held accountable for a working knowledge of the material, growth is only through self-motivation.  Circular reasoning?
· Those not accountable to the Gospel (children, etc):
· To put the responsibility of educating children in the Scriptures upon the church is tradition at best, but it is not at all the Word of God.
· What New Testament Scripture authorizes the church to teach people who are not accountable to God?  I can’t find it.
· Ephesians 6:4 And you, fathers, do not provoke your children to wrath, but bring them up in the training and admonition of the Lord.  NKJV
D. Worship Service Arrangement:
· Order of the service:
· I was asked to lead singing as a new member. Any special order? No, just make sure you include all five acts of worship!
· I always believed the Lord’s Supper should be AFTER the invitation, because we are commanded to partake as a congregation (I Cor 11:18), in one place (I Cor 11:20), waiting for one another (I Cor 11:33), on the first day of the week (Acts 20:7). 27

· After the service a woman verbally accosted me because I had ‘condemned us all to Hell’ by ‘having the Lord’s Supper on the wrong side of the sermon.’
· In spite of such clear Scripture, such practice has been chastised in this congregation, in spite of a clear explanation being offered.
· Remember that when the New Testament church “came together to break bread,” (Acts 20:7) this did NOT mean it was the most important part of the worship services.  Are any of the other four acts of worship expendable?  How could one part be MORE important if they’re ALL REQUIRED?   The Lord’s Supper is the ONLY act of worship we are commanded to assemble as a congregation, in one place, on the Lord’s Day to engage in.  The other acts of worship can be done individually as well as collectively.28



· Time frames:
· When we come together, whether for worship services or Bible class, where is our focus?29

· The explanation of the need for more services is that people are not exposed to enough congregational time, but dictates are put upon the limited time we assemble.
· Sermons can be a waste of time, or they can be a helpful and encouraging study of God’s Word, regardless of their length.
· Movies can last 1.5 to 2 hours and few complain about their length, yet a service is traditionally limited to less.
· Our priority and commitment make a massive difference in our perspective.
· Attendance and participation:
· If it were a school function, an extracurricular activity, or even time with friends, consider the effort that would be made.30

· If we have guests, we’ll show them what’s more important in our lives.
· It’s not about what I get out of an assembly, as much as giving me an opportunity to be an encouragement, if in no other way than being there and showing how important it is to me.
· When we have schedule conflicts, we will again show our priorities.
· Please prayerfully consider Matthew 6:24-34 and Luke 14:25-35.

V. So, then?
A. Traditions are not wrong unless they supplant, encroach upon, or compete with the Word of God.
B. As we have an opportunity to consider and order our new “normal” it must be done so prayerfully and with wisdom. 
C. Traditions of men can be quite harmful:32

· Galatians 1:13-14, Paul had once sought to destroy the church because he followed the traditions of his fathers.
· Colossians 2:8, cheated out of our salvation by the traditions of men.
· I Peter 1:17-21, the tradition of the fathers was aimless conduct, but Jesus (the Word) is manifest and available for us all.

35

2 Timothy 2: 14 Remind them of these things, charging them before the Lord not to strive about words to no profit, to the ruin of the hearers. 15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the Word of Truth.  NKJV

WHAT MUST I DO TO BE SAVED?
Hear The Gospel (John 5:24; Romans 10:17)
Believe the Word of God (John 3:16-18; John 8:24)
Repent Of Your Sins (Luke 13:1-5; Acts 2:38)
Confess Jesus as Christ (Matthew 10:32; Romans 10:10)
Be Baptized (Acts 22:16; Galatians 3:27)
Remain Faithful for Life (John 8:31; Rev. 2:10)

FOR THE ERRING CHILD OF GOD: 
Repent (Acts 8:22), Confess (I John 1:9), Pray (Acts 8:22)
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